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Dear fellow SMSAlumni and friends,

Thank you for the opportunity of serving you
and our beloved Alma Mater thru our Alumni
Association It has been three years since | ’ v
assumed post and sincetheny o u dever K ,

failed to amaze me. Y o u alwags there to J v

support our cause and of course the marve- < -
lous works of our dear Fr. Al and the Sisters

of Mary. In behalf of the ASMSIOfficers &

Board of Trustees, Maraming Salamat po!

In one of my email conversations with Sr. Tess Prudente, SM while she
was in Guatemala, she told me that everyone in life has a hero, someone
we could look up to, one day. May Fr. Al be your hero, your role
mode/ . As for me, indeed, he is my hero. | believe he is a hero to most
of us, his children. The Sisters of Mary School opened new horizons and
opportunities for us and for thousands of fortunate young men and
women worldwide privileged to be served by dedicated Sisters teachers
and staff inspired to serve the poorest of the poor.

By being an active member of the Alumni Association, we are doing our
part in the realization of Fr. A | dreams for us, his beloved children i to
be living burning candles ready to light up the world and be
eagles destined to rise above . L e tcénsnue to be grateful and pay
forward the blessings we received thru this institution. Freely we have
received, freely give!

As you browse through this newsletter, may you be filled with joy and
excitement and be awed by how far our Association has gone. It is
through your support and cooperation that we were able to accomplish
these things. L e t corginue what we have started and aim higher i
together we will be able to achieve Daddy T o mgaal for us to be the
best Secondary Alumni association in the Philjppines .

This Is our Association . Making a Difference é

More power and God bless, ASMS/!

Mr. Alzjo S. San Buenaventura
President, ASMSI

Dear Alumni,
Greetings of peace and joy to all!

| congratulate you for a job well done! It was
fun and you made a lot of people and the
children happy through your social participation
to uplift o t h divesirdyour own surprising,
resourceful, responsible and thoughtful ways.
Eachyear you are growing in numbers. May
you all be fruits of Fr. Al by being a good a
faithful Christian attending the Holy Mass, going to Confessionand praying
the Rosary. These will also be your primary weapon to face the
challenges now that you are outside our institution. May you strive always
to be a blessing to your own families and your communities.

I am inviting you to still come back and let us be together in your
activities. Coming here on Sundaysfor us to pray the rosary together and
listen to Fr. Al voike tapes would be a soul-renewing activity. You are
welcome here as a family. You may also bring your families and friends to
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Dear Fellow Alumni,

For years that | 6 kbeen at the office,

| 6 seenthe many pictures of where
our alumni are now. Congratulations!
The works of struggle garnered the
bounty of good life, successfulcareer
and spiritually-enriched living ( | 6 v e
assumed and hopedé as this is the
primary goal of Fr. Al).

What makes me feel unhappy about is seeing the picture the other
way around. Reality is i there are more of our fellow alumni in
need. | hope that the picture is also clear. Our organization is

starting its endeavors and we can only do these with your support
i actively, spiritually and financially as well. After all, we want this
organization to be a home, a refuge with the extension most
especially for our brothers and sisters who also seek to see a vivid
picture of a promising tomorrow, just like yours!

Let us not forget that we are here for a purpose. Similar to the
message of the Virgin of the Poor and the testimony of Fr. Al to
the Vi r g mess€age, | e théls relieve the suffering of our
fellowmené and | e tstartswith our families (of course) and our
fellow alumni. Would you dare share? Let us all together take
part in sustaining our ASMSI operation .

I challenge you! The challenge is even greater - for us to be
future donors and benefactors of the Sisters of Mary. As we
continue sweating over and striving to further our potentials,
seeking proverbial greener pasture by bringing out the best in us,
may we also make our spiritual life wealthier. Let wus
simultaneously climb that mountain of our dreams and the
mountain of holiness. Let us guard our own spiritual life and those
of the people we love, for us to be able to surmount the greatest
challenge - Be with our God!

Cheers! God bless us all.

attend Mass and have Confession every Saturdays and Sundays
here at Fr. A | Resreat House Chapel

| enjoin you to help your own organization stand on its own.
That is your responsibility per batch i to be able to sustain your
everyday operation. ASMSI is your own family so love ité
Embrace it becauseit is through your organization that you could
later play your future role of being of help to the Sisters of Mary.

Foremost to us is to see you succeed most especially in your
spiritual combat. So be like eagles soaring up high in order to
someday reach the Kingdom of God. That is the core of what we
impart to you in our teachings, our foremost goal and our true
destination.

God blegs you all and more power!

elia L. Lﬁce? SM

dviser, ASMSI

GREETINGS!




"Everyone agrees that the best way to help hungry people
1s to give them jobs so that they may help themselves."

Fr. Aloysius Schwartz (The Starved and the Silent, Chapter 13)
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Grand Alumni Homecoming * March 20, 2011

A T ook backward for a while is to refresh the eye, to
restore it, and to render it the more fit for its prime
function of looking forward.o Margaret Fairless Barber

The Sisters of Mary School alumni gathered last March
20, 2011, first and foremost, to pay tribute to Fr. Alin the
occasion of his 19" death anniversary. It has become
the g r a d u avayeo$ paying tribute to the man who
came to give testimony to Christ to show his love to his
flock. He left physically but h e §ust always home,
shepherding our Sisters of Mary and us, his children. The
GAH is one of the most awaited events among the
graduates where old buddies, old friends, dorm mates
and classmatesalso meet together in great number.

The recently concluded Grand Alumni Homecoming was hosted by the
graduates of year 2001/12" batch. The batch sponsored most of the
expenses and contributed their time and effort for the successof the
event.

Over two thousand graduates (2,157) came for the event. They

s gy - brought beautiful flowers, freed butterflies and released hundreds of
PASMSI Grand Alumni Homecongg 20110 % Py 9 balloons during the blessing of the tomb of Fr. Al at the Virgin of the
i : G G\ Poor Chapel The balloons and butterflies that were gracefully carried
by the wind to the sky were just so wonderful sceneries to look at.
The graduates not only beautified the event through these, but coated
their soul in splendid as well by making a thorough Confession and
attending the Holy Mass
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The Registration started as early as 4:30 in the morning. From 8am to 10am, there was Fr. Many graduates were so touched
Ignatius of the Brothers of Christ who patiently heard the g r a d u @dnfessién It was so goodto | having a chance to go back and
note that the officiating priest for the blessing of the tomb and the Holy Masswas a fellow-alumnus, | refresh their spirituality. The Holy Mass
Fr. Joseph Aloysius Cosina He was an assistant Priest at the nearby Parish and despite busy | lasted for about an hour. It was a
schedule, he was able to come and devoted also his time for this special occasion primer!

After the mass, the working committee
prepared for the short program. In
between, picture taking per batch also
took place. During the program, there
were different presentations - the
members of the dance troupe of SMS
Girlstown presented Folk Dance, the
Boys did Modern dance, the Alumni
Faculty danced as well. Jessa Mae
Fuentes (21%t Batch) and Ramil Petero
(12 Batch) serenaded the audience
with their voice singing the Prayerand
another Ballad song. Mercy Lovedorial,
expressed gratitude to Fr. Al and the
Sisters of the Sisters of Mary School by
singing /i Y o ungyiHe me o

Sr. Amy then concluded the event and
expressed her closing remarks with
gratitude and joy.

qF ﬁ..?m%smle Sisters Of Mary School, Inc.

Adlas Campuses There were shortcomings but after all, it was fi s mice to be h o0 me It avas overall a success Everyone who came was
refreshed. The memories of Fr. Al and the Sisters of Mary lingered oné It was indeed a homecoming!

It is always a wonderful opportunity and a beautiful privilege and we, graduates, are blessedto have such a family as big as the Sisters of Mary
i here where we belong - our haven, our heaven on earth!
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March to Million Project

A Fund-raising for ASMSI's Bayanihan Fund and FACFI
Theme: March to Silver, March to Million; Php 25 @ 25.
Time frame: March 14, 20107 August 15, 2011 (End of the 25th Anniversary of the Sisters of Mary - Philippines)

Objectives:

1. To raise fund of one million or more for the Alumni Association's Bayanihan Fund and for the Fr. Al's Children Foundation, Inc. (FACFI) - the
funding arm of the Sisters of Mary in the Philippines

2. To heighten awareness of the spirit of brotherhood/sisterhood

3. To help the alumni have a sense of connection to the School and its mission

Rationale:

We, Alumni of the Sisters of Mary were
taught the value of Christian charity
and, we ourselves, were recipients of
generosity of benefactors. After twenty
five (25) years, it is about time that we
graduates, numbering almost fifty
thousand, show reciprocity and
appreciation of the good things this
institution did for us.

Process:

1. Graduates were asked to contribute twenty five (25) pesos . It will be symbolic of the blessed twenty five years of existe nce of The
Sisters of Mary Congregation in the Philippines.

2. Existing local Alumni Association were tapped to help facilitate collection of contribution.

3. FAMILY SYSTEM was somehow utilized to ensure that every graduate will be able to contribute.

What is FAMILY SYSTEM?

It is a system that was used to make sure that even the graduates who will not be able to give contribution will be remembere d - all
graduates belonging to a certain family saint while inside the school. *Each family has an average member of 40 students. The re are
graduates who cannot contribute because of whatever situation they are in. On the other hand, there are also graduates who ar e
now experiencing blessings of good life. Out of generosity, affluent members of the family can shoulder the contribution of t heir dorm
mates who do not have capacity to pay. A blessed member can even pay for the contribution of the entire family or clusters of family.
For one family, it only costs one thousand pesos.

Collection:

Account Name: Alumni of the Sisters of Mary School, Inc.
Bank: BDO Savings Account No. 190  -035-778-8
Branch: SM City Dasmarifias

We have extended the duration of this campaign until August 15, 2011 so that other graduates would have ample time to be
informed and get involved in the project.

We didndét gather a million but had raised a hundred t hous)amdheatter c h
half to ASMSI. Thanks a lot to the proponent of this project, Bro. Randy Gimeno, from batch 1996, who would also soon be or dained as

priest. Kudos to the Board of Trustees and to the Web admins and everyone who supported this project, thank you very much. L et us support
more of ASMSI &s upcoming activities.
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Similarly, other batches, such as Batch 1995, persistently
filled their piggy banks and laid down all their strategies to
help raise fund for our alumni association. Some of the
coins were O6changed6 from th
Others as change from jeepney fares, some were begged
from fellow -batchmates, and the rest from their own pockets

' YRhalhged from all s

effort is so much appreciated guys and gal s

If you have projects in mind that
you think would be beneficial to
ASMSI and the Sisters of Mary
school (while setting aside your
personal interest), be a
proponent and be a catalyst
towards our goal of ASMSI going
in one direction. You may send
your proposal to

or you
may personally direct to ASMSI
Officers and Sister-In-charge.

YOU are an important
part of ASMS/ towards
achieving its mission and
vision.

Together, we can make
it!
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